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Jewish Community Center of Northern Virginia Announces First Performing Arts Series 
New Cultural Arts Department encompasses music, dance, theatre, film, literary and fine arts 

 
FAIRFAX – Jeff Dannick, Executive Director of Jewish Community Center of Northern Virginia in Fairfax, recently 
announced the creation of a cultural arts department and the Center‟s first Performing Arts Series, which will 
begin this fall. “When I arrived at the JCCNV in March 2011, I saw a great opportunity to expand our cultural arts 
offerings,” said Dannick. “This expansion is key to Vision 2020, our strategic plan for the future of the JCCNV. 
Cultural programming will feature entertaining and diverse programs which will engage people of all generations 
and backgrounds, providing texture and insight into the rich cultural history and contemporary trends of the 
Jewish people.” 
 
Dannick hired Dan Kirsch as Cultural Arts Director in January to create a cultural program based on the JCCNV‟s 
vision: To be the vibrant and inclusive hub, inspiring Jewish journeys. “It‟s been a wonderful challenge to take all 
the ideas that have been expressed about Jewish and Israeli arts and culture and to shape them into a new 
program for the community,” said Kirsch. “When I started in January, I was asked to incorporate professional 
theatre, music and dance into our existing cultural arts programs – performances that would enhance our current 
offerings, like our dance academy and our Jewish book and film festivals – and make the JCCNV a destination for 
both our members and the general public to celebrate and appreciate Judaism‟s culture, people, spirituality, 
wisdom, humor and creativity.” 
 
Kirsch joins the JCCNV after a six-year stint as Executive & Artistic Director of Diversionary Theatre, San Diego‟s 
LGBT Theatre. Prior to San Diego, Kirsch worked in Charlotte, NC for 15 years for such organizations as North 
Carolina Blumenthal Performing Arts Center, Charlotte Shakespeare Company, North Carolina Dance Theatre, 
One Voice Chorus, OutCharlotte LGBT Cultural Festival, and the Lesbian & Gay Community Center of Charlotte. 
 
Starting in September, the JCCNV will bring performances together under the banner of a Performing Arts Series. 
Major events recently scheduled include: 

 Just Between Us – A Piano, A Mic and A Memory. September 8 and 9. An intimate cabaret event with 
Marilyn Hausfeld and Alex Rybeck, premiering at the JCCNV before the show goes to New York‟s „Don‟t 
Tell Mama‟ cabaret at the end of September. Hausfeld was the artistic director of the JCCNV theatre 
group, The Center Company, from its founding through 2004. 

 Six13. October 13. This six-man a cappella vocal band gives soulful harmonies to Jewish music. 

 My Name is Asher Lev. October 22. A JCCNV reading of the play by Aaron Posner, adapted from the 
novel by Chaim Potok. A young man struggles to choose between art and faith. 

 Edgeworks Dance Theater. November 17. Washington‟s all-male contemporary dance company reveals 
strength and vulnerability through dance.  The company will also do a master class with the JCCNV 
Dance Company. 

 Hootenanny! Date to be announced. Sing along at this folk music party celebrating the rich legacy of 
Woody Guthrie. 

 Clever Rachel. December 16. A JCCNV children‟s theatre production. The play is adapted by Moses 
Goldberg from the children‟s book by Debby Waldman. Rachel is the smartest girl in the entire village and 
loves to solve riddles. 

 Fiddler on the Roof Sing-a-long. December 25. A musical ending to the JCCNV JFest activities.  Camp 
it up and enjoy the classics like "If I Were a Rich Man" and "Matchmaker" from the 1971 Academy Award-
winning film. 

 Can I Really Date a Guy Who Wears a Yarmulke? January 19-27, 2013. A JCCNV theatre production. 
A new comedy by Amy Holson-Schwartz. Can a secular Jewish girl see past a guy‟s yarmulke to find her 
true love? 
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 Gay Men’s Chorus of Washington. February 9, 2013. GMCW‟s select vocal ensembles, Potomac Fever 
and The Rock Creek Singers, visit the JCCNV and sing everything from traditional choral music to pop to 
Broadway. 

 Richmond Ballet II. March 2, 2013. Designated „The State Ballet of Virginia,‟ Richmond Ballet II visits 
Fairfax with a classical dance repertory program.  The company will also do a master class with the 
JCCNV Dance Company. 

 (A musical revue to be announced). March 9 and 10, 2013. A JCCNV production. This cabaret-style 
revue will celebrate a noted Jewish Broadway composer. 

 Virginia Virtuosi. March 16, 2013. This local chamber quintet will perform classical music by Jewish 
composers with themes of Freedom  

 
Under Kirsch‟s guidance, JCCNV‟s cultural arts program will work with existing programs, such as the Dance 
Academy, Comedy Night, ReelAbilities Disabilities Film Festival, fine art exhibitions, Teen Centertainers theatrical 
production and the annual Jewish book and film festivals. Sponsorship opportunities are available for all cultural 
arts performances, events and festivals. 
 
Ticket pricing for the Performing Arts Series will include prices for JCCNV members, the general public and a 
student/child discount. Single tickets for the fall events will go on sale on Wednesday, August 1. Programs will be 
held in performance spaces in the JCCNV located at 8900 Little River Turnpike, Fairfax. The Chaiken Auditorium 
will be configured as needed for the variety of performances. All programs and dates are subject to change. 
 
The mission of the JCCNV is to offer quality programs, activities and services which emphasize Jewish culture, 
identity and values to people of all ages and backgrounds. The Center is a nonprofit social service organization 
committed to providing social, educational, fitness and wellness programs guided by Jewish values. The JCCNV 
strives to meet the evolving needs of a flourishing community. The JCCNV is a partner agency of The Jewish 
Federation of Greater Washington. 
 
For more information about the JCCNV Performing Arts Series, visit the website at www.jccnvarts.org or call the 
JCCNV box office at 703.537.3000. 
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